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Totem Poles progressed from house posts, funerary containers, and memorial markers into symbols of clan and family wealth and prestige.  Poles were commissioned by many wealthy leaders to represent their social status and the importance of their families and clans. Totem poles may recount familiar legends, clan lineages, or notable events. Some poles are erected to celebrate cultural beliefs, but others are intended mostly as artistic presentations. Vertical order of images is widely believed to be a significant representation of importance. This idea is so pervasive that it has entered into common parlance with the phrase "low man on the totem pole." This phrase is indicative of the most common belief of ordering importance, that the higher figures on the pole are more important or prestigious. A counterargument frequently heard is that figures are arranged in a "reverse hierarchy" style, with the most important representations being on the bottom, and the least important being on top. Actually there have never been any restrictions on vertical order, many poles have significant figures on the top, others on the bottom, and some in the middle. Other poles have no vertical arrangement at all, consisting of a lone figure atop an undecorated column.
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Create your own totem pole meeting the following requirements:

· 5 SYMBOLS OR OBJECTS that represent the following categories:

1 animal that reflects a characteristic you are most proud of


examples: bull= stubborn, 
monkey= funny/ humorous, 

butterfly= creative
tiger= fierce 
dog= loyal

1 object that represents an activity you enjoy or a skill you have

1 face with an expression that reflects your feelings about school


examples: excitement, confused, frustrated, bored,
1 item from nature- NOT an animal, that represents something important to you

1 item that represents something from your religion, culture or heritage
· COMPLETELY COLOR YOUR TOTEM POLE
· WRITE AN EXPLANATION OF EACH SYMBOL AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

Totem Poles progressed from house posts, funerary containers, and memorial markers into symbols of clan and family wealth and prestige.  Poles were commissioned by many wealthy leaders to represent their social status and the importance of their families and clans. Totem poles may recount familiar legends, clan lineages, or notable events. Some poles are erected to celebrate cultural beliefs, but others are intended mostly as artistic presentations. Vertical order of images is widely believed to be a significant representation of importance. This idea is so pervasive that it has entered into common parlance with the phrase "low man on the totem pole." This phrase is indicative of the most common belief of ordering importance, that the higher figures on the pole are more important or prestigious. A counterargument frequently heard is that figures are arranged in a "reverse hierarchy" style, with the most important representations being on the bottom, and the least important being on top. Actually there have never been any restrictions on vertical order, many poles have significant figures on the top, others on the bottom, and some in the middle. Other poles have no vertical arrangement at all, consisting of a lone figure atop an undecorated column.
1. Create your own totem pole that contains 5 SYMBOLS OR OBJECTS that represent the following categories:
· 1 animal that reflects a characteristic you are most proud of

examples: bull= stubborn, 
monkey= funny/ humorous, 
butterfly= creative
tiger= fierce 


· 1 object that represents an activity you enjoy or a skill you have

· 1 face with an expression that reflects your feelings about school

examples: excitement, confused, frustrated, bored, etc.
· 1 item from nature- NOT an animal, which represents something important to you

· 1 item that represents something from your religion, culture or heritage

2. COMPLETELY COLOR YOUR TOTEM POLE

3. WRITE A ONE PARAGRAPH EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE. WHY  and HOW does each one represent you??? 

4. Be prepared to present this to the class on the due date.

Native American Totem Pole/ Getting to Know You

1. Create your own totem pole that contains 5 SYMBOLS OR OBJECTS that represent the following categories:
· 1 animal that reflects a characteristic you are most proud of

examples: bull= stubborn, 
monkey= funny/ humorous, 
butterfly= creative
tiger= fierce 


· 1 object that represents an activity you enjoy or a skill you have

· 1 face with an expression that reflects your feelings about school

examples: excitement, confused, frustrated, bored, etc.

· 1 item from nature- NOT an animal, which represents something important to you

· 1 item that represents something from your religion, culture or heritage

2. COMPLETELY COLOR YOUR TOTEM POLE

3. WRITE AN EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE. (For each of the 5 you should identify the item and explain why you selected it, how it represents you, why it is important to you, etc. Be sure to include transitions so that the writing flows naturally.)
4. As a way to introduce yourself to me and the class, be prepared to give an informal explanation of each of the symbols you chose to the whole class. You may just read your paragraph but be prepared for questions at the end if you do not cover the items listed above. This will be no more than 1-2 minutes but will be graded based on appropriate volume, eye contact, preparation, content and will represent 1/3 of the score for this assignment.

Totem 15 pts

Written Explanation 15 points
Presentation 15 points.


Native American Totem Pole/ Getting to Know You

1. Create your own totem pole that contains 5 SYMBOLS OR OBJECTS that represent the following categories:
· 1 animal that reflects a characteristic you are most proud of

examples: bull= stubborn, 
monkey= funny/ humorous, 
butterfly= creative
tiger= fierce 


· 1 object that represents an activity you enjoy or a skill you have

· 1 face with an expression that reflects your feelings about school

examples: excitement, confused, frustrated, bored, etc.

· 1 item from nature- NOT an animal, which represents something important to you

· 1 item that represents something from your religion, culture or heritage

2. COMPLETELY COLOR YOUR TOTEM POLE

3. WRITE AN EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE. (For each of the 5 you should identify the item and explain why you selected it, how it represents you, why it is important to you, etc. Be sure to include transitions so that the writing flows naturally.)

4. As a way to introduce yourself to me and the class, be prepared to give an informal explanation of each of the symbols you chose to the whole class. DO not just read your paragraphs. This will be no more than 1-2 minutes but will be graded based on appropriate volume, eye contact, preparation and content and will represent 1/3 of the score for this assignment.

Totem 15 pts

Written Explanation 15 points
Presentation 15 points.

Totem Pole Gradesheet





Name________________ Per_______
Due ______________________________

Totem:









CCSS.RL.11-12.2
5 different symbols……………………………………………..1  2  3  4  5


Artwork is carefully and neatly done…………………………..1  2  3  4  5

Colored neatly and vividly……………………………………..1  2  3  4  5

Written Explanation:







CCSS.W.11-12.2B
All 5 represented…………………………...…………………..1  2  3  4  5

Explanations completely answer the questions how and why…1  2  3  4  5

Complete sentences, correct grammar and punctuation …..…..1  2  3  4  5

Presentation:
Explained all 5……………………………………….………...1  2  3  4  5

CCSS.SL.11-12.4
Spoke clearly and made eye contact…………………………..1  2  3  4  5

Delivery reflects preparation …………………….……………1  2  3  4  5

(don’t just wing it, I will be able to tell)





Total ____________/45

*Bring this with you on the due date. Those who lose this sheet will automatically lose 4 pts.
Totem Pole Gradesheet





Name________________ Per_______

Due Date______________________________

Totem:









CCSS.RL.11-12.2
5 different symbols……………………………………………..1  2  3  4  5


Artwork is carefully and neatly done…………………………..1  2  3  4  5


Colored neatly and vividly……………………………………..1  2  3  4  5

Written Explanation:







CCSS.W.11-12.2B
All 5 represented…………………………...…………………..1  2  3  4  5

Explanations completely answer the questions how and why…1  2  3  4  5

Complete sentences, correct grammar and punctuation …..…..1  2  3  4  5

Presentation:
Explained all 5……………………………………….………...1  2  3  4  5

CCSS.SL.11-12.4
Spoke clearly and made eye contact…………………………..1  2  3  4  5

Delivery reflects preparation …………………….……………1  2  3  4  5

 (don’t just wing it, I will be able to tell)





Total ____________/45
*Bring this with you on the due date. Those who lose this sheet will automatically lose 4 pts.
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